
Family Ministry at Lima Community Church 

2018 Pinewood Derby Rules 

(The following rules are the ones that will be used– 

please disregard and derby rules that you may find in 

your car kit.) 

1. Kit—Cars must be built with the materials furnished in the Pinewood Derby Car Kit that you 
are given when you register.  (Other brands have different axle spacing and different size 
parts and will be disqualified.) 

 *Only one car/participant can be entered in the race. 

2. Width—Overall car width including wheels, axles, and accessories will not exceed 2¾ inches. 

3. Length—Overall car length shall not exceed 7 inches.  This includes any accessories attached to 
the car.  NOTE:  Verify wood block length before starting to cut out your car, as some 
blocks are actually slightly longer than 7 inches. 

4. Weight—The completed car should not exceed 5.00 ounces.  The car may be hollowed out and 
built to a maximum weight by the addition of solid material provided it is securely built    
into the car. 

 *Weights secured by tape will not be allowed. 

 *Loose or liquid materials are not allowed. 

 *Details added to the car, such as, steering wheel, driver, decals, etc., are permissible as 
long as they are securely fastened to the car and do not exceed the car’s weight or size 
limit. 

       5. Shape—The car may be of any style, but no part of the car may extend beyond the front 
bumper, which rests against the starting pin. (See diagrams on page 3.) 

 * “U” or “V” shaped front ends are not allowed. 

 * The forward most part of the car must be the lowest part of the car.  No barge type or 
stepped noses. 

 * The center of the front of the car must be at least ¾ inch wide, no pointed fronts, as 
viewed from above the car. 

 * The front edge must be at least 1/8 inch thick.  It must not be a sharp point, as viewed 
from the front of the car. 

         6. Ground Clearance– The distance from the bottom of the wheel to the bottom of the car must 
be no less than 3/8 inch in order to clear track runners.  The 3/8 inch clearance also applies 
to any weights and/or attachments on the bottom of car.  (See diagrams on page 3.) 



 7. Wheelbase—The distance between axle slots may not be altered.  

           8.  Axles—Only the nails furnished with the kit are allowed.  Axles must be installed in 
the slots provided by the manufacturer.  Axles may not be altered in any way except 
for polishing. 

           9. Lubrication— Powdered graphite is the recommended lubricant.  No liquid lubricant or 
waxes are permitted.  Lubrication must be applied to axles prior to weigh-in.  Lubrication is 
NOT allowed to be added after the car has passed inspection or during racing.  

          10. Design— The car should not ride on any type of springs, have independent suspension, or 
be designed as a spring.  The car may not have any starting devices.  The car must be     
freewheeling and gravity driven. 

          11. Magnets— No magnetic material may be used on the car. 

          12. Wheels – Only the wheels provided may be used.  All four wheels must be installed in-line 
with the axle slots on the derby car. 

 * The only modification allowed is polishing of the tread area, but it must remain flat.  
The tread area may not be rounded, grooved, or shaped to a point. (See diagram on       
page 3.) 

 * Ridges must be untouched 

 * Wheel/tread/sidewall width and/or diameter may not be shaved or altered. 

 * Hub width and/or diameter may not be shaved or altered. 

 * No drilling holes in the side of the wheels. 

 * No wheel bearing, bushings, or washers are allowed.  The wheel must spin on the      
authorized axle. 

 *No hubcaps on wheels are allowed.  However, you may paint only the hubcap area and 
lettering of the tire. 

           13. Once the car is weighed-in and accepted for competition, it will be placed in the care of 
racing officials and will not be taken out until the car is scheduled to run. 

           14. During the racing event, cars can only be handled by a race official or by the participant to 
whom they belong and only after obtaining permission from an official.  

            15. The car may not be designed in any way which would give unfair advantage at the starting 
gate or hinder the track starting mechanism to add momentum.  (See diagrams on page 3.) 

           16. Inspectors decisions are final.  

            17. Race format is at the discretion of the officials. (Example: double elimination, single      
elimination) 

 

 

 



Race Day is Saturday February 3rd in the AXIS.  Doors will open at 9:00AM and 
races will begin at 9:30AM.  Children will run their cars first, followed by 
teens, then adults.  Final races will follow. 

Need help building your car?  We will have volunteers available (with their 
tools) at the AXIS on Saturday January 27th from 9AM-NOON.  Please        
contact us by Wednesday January 24th if you plan to come that morning.  
(pamlittle@limacc.com or 419-223-9646 ext 1133) 

Cars must be checked in and weighed-in on Friday evening February 2nd          
between 6:30 – 8:30PM at the AXIS. 

Concessions will be available throughout the day of the derby with all          
proceeds benefitting the AXIS Youth. 

To keep kids busy and entertained while other age groups are racing, they can 
certainly watch the races or enjoy table games that will be provided. 

Categories eligible for trophies (with first, second, third place in each): 

Fastest Speed  

Best Design 

Most Creative 

Best Christian Themed 

(These categories will be judged for each age group – so there will be a first, 
second, and third place in each age group.) 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  
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